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Friday, July 13, 1951
Bethesdaiyd.

- 110}
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Dear iop,

Bour letier from Estes rark arrived yestcrday, but
8till no definite waliling addresas. Flve lost offlices in
Yellowstone and cne in & place ca Ued mawlings where it ls
of which neither Willlam nor I know, nor yet how late we
could malil an air wall letier to reath you. 18m so gorry,
butb 1'1l jwt have to hold this letter till ycu say when
and where. Up Lo this point your addresses have recached us
too late except oncey when it arrived ihe very day you sald
was the last possible one for maliling alr mall {c you, 1n
Taos 1 think it was. I hope you got it, because a8 scon &as
I read the dJdeadline I dropped everything and wrote to ycu
and then had Teddy Rouse next door rush it down te the maln
Bethesda post office. Dracious Docdness Ne, as Erownle would
put 1t , how can we send you letters at this rate?

John sald he had the same problen= your letters §iving
naliling sddresses and times arrived too late. And now 1'm on
the subject of John, I811 go on. He and Fegs came down last
weekend to visit us, leaving Peg's Joe and Jane in charge cf
the house and the younger children. 3he called home 3zt. night
and they said everything was goin. fine, and they had all four
been to see walt Disney's Mr. Tedd in the afternoon.John and
Pey came down Friday aftemcoon and left Sunday morming. I was
very happy with reg, and delighted to see how hapry and enthusie
astlc the both were sbout the future. On the basis only ci the
two days they were here, I formmed a wost favorable iampression
of regs. She seems tactful, Intelllgeni, interested in Jchn's
vork, and fond of him. Not belng a youns girl by any means, cshe
should know by tnls time what she wanis and what che 1s geiting
in for. A3do she must have a amuch better 1dea of what John 1is
like than Dona had, eince she has been "auditing" him and watche
Ing him in sction for about & year now..In any case, she seems
genuinely pleased with everythning John says or does, and care=_
ful of his interests., I liked her, and we were both able to
e meratulate John with real sincerlty~- andl he basked in it. She
seems to me to be about the hest possible thing for the girls,
consgidering everytiing, including the fact that no stermother
is ever in the happlest position in the world with young chile
dren, She's sensible and will really try to do her darnedest,
I'm as sure as I can be after two days, John has changed fantase
ticly in the last year or two. Now he says he uses dlznetic
technigues but doesn't agree with many things Ron Hubbard sayse
what a chn.e from last summer! They have been working like
beavers cn the house and the fumilture, refinishing old pleces
they "picked up", doiny the [ loors, heaven only knows what all,
John described enthuslasticly hle methods of taking the paint
off of an old chest of drawers and then sanding, polishing, ete. .
uitil it gleamed with the original wood. What a change there!
1 never could have imagined Jonn's taking so much interest in
house furnishings, etc. The plans for their new house in Mountaine
side are absorbing him happily, and all in all he sounds like a
busy father bird collecting twigse for a new nest., All on his own
he has come to the coclusion (during these "reverie" sesssions)
that there 1s an inner citadel where men can-find within theaselves
the Perfect Good. He has discoversd that what makes men miserable
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is thelr failure to discover thelr own basic Instincts, which
ne says are all good and groper and can be found by searchilng
within themselves in thigs introspection. He says he 1s maklng
new discoveries along this line every day, and he 1s plezaed
and trewendousiy exited aboub 1t alle. 1 Uhink that's Just fine,
because he has obviously never Luried uls atuention $0 phlliosoe
puy before. I wishh i had emphasized Lo him now glad I was that
ne had cowe to all these ccnclusiocnse Bubl he kRept waliing adout
writing a wook on the subject, and all 1 could tnink of was
vhe pogsibilily of his dolng Justv tuad LoO 8GO, and particule
ariy oefore fcuu..l.ng, wial others n‘we 3ald oun tlk sub_}acb. e
ways he doesn'l hu-VG to, because "he hus already gone far bo=
yond anyone else'" with hils new techniques. 1 wanled to point
outb tlie danger ol assuuming Lhial wlbthoul botliering to locvk into
the pnilosophers, and especliaily withoul reading them specifie
cly wibth e bLioueild in wind that their words may differ aad
Lheir presentation and welhods of arriving abt ¢ aiclusions say
ve Iudlcally difieramt Irom his, bul that in practically all
Cases Ly nhave cowme L a.proximaltely the sane counciusions he
nase I dn't thnink that detracis from hils achievewent in tie
least, nor do I think thal siuply vecausc others h.o,vc sald 1t
beiore, he shouldn't say it againe These tlilngs aren't the kind
bt are discovered once fa all tlae, and obviousliy each re=
discovery diffcurs b'xc.atij in its meaanner of presentatlion because
FeYs) tm differing lLuought patterns and emphusés of the "discovere
ers". Anyone who thinks he has a new way of reaching that "inner
licht” should waks hilmsell heard, tecause sowe methods Work more
suvcessfully for scue people and scuwe centurles and some races
bhun egually valld methods recoummended by other tLimes and other
rsonalities. 1 Just had a horrid cental plcture of some caustle
revieger diswissing John's heartfelt and wonderful discoveries
withh some reusrk such as, "In this book, Mr. Caapbell announces
L a walting world that the Llngdem of God 1s within us. Had the
Lok been publisched some 1200 yeurs &u0, it would have been the
bombashe ll Lire. Campbell thinks it is."” Jchn thinks 1 may Le incapable
of Lelleving hLiw capavle of wakling [wndamental ,,luloso,lucal dige
cuv«:;cius, sort of under the ",Jro;,uet is not withiout glory" thecry.
But he's wrwr‘b boCause 1n reallvy 1 have a sort of hyprnotized
faith in Joun's ability to tackle amything and cowme up with a
ne« and startling ilnvention. 1 Just tuink in this case he is ouxkt
O what has beon hils lifelong eiement, swimning extremely rapldly
Lo the opposite siore, bub not yel ready to describe in detail the
wihiole c..u.VGHUUFC. Also, Lefor he describes it, 1t would bLe unl,,
Buovwing a "decent I’C:,ar’ for the ppinions of mankind" to cieck up
on what olhers have slud before on the subjects and Linally, I think
he is stlll letting his sclentiflic tralning get tne betver of hila
viewpolnt, Like sowmmy other people, he is convinced that his way
is the one and only way, that the facts he has cane upon are Lo be
found and analysed in his way only, tnat any varlatlon from his
equations tihrow tue whole thing off and ave simply silly, or at
best mlspulded. Since a valld experlment in cnemlstry should always
have the suwe results eacth time i‘o 1s tried, so everyone should
come Lo exactly tne same conclusions in exactly t.m. Saine way he
did, and there cannct be two ways about it. I don't know whether
uy feelings about his ieelinhs are enllreiy correct, but Wiiliam
and I both felt that Join's "tolersticn level” was too low, and
peclally that he was 1¢,norin,., semantical mlx-upsin a subject
whe:e semant ics s bound 10 rear its ugly head as never befom.
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¥e have been having some plessunt parties of a farevell
naturve. The Bavis es had ms over for dirner with our old end
treasured friends tne Keuptons from Carscas. You know, he was
ana still is Agricultural Attache there. A wonderful man to
talk to, and ecpec tally to hear talk. By the way, Virginla
Davis 1s helping Cannon Brown at Wwashington Cathedral wlith scme
of the psycholosical prchlems that are precented to him. Intere
esting, since she's a.Frégénd., I suppose many of the problens
the cannon 1s ask to help solve are just too much [or the single
judgment of one mon, and he is grateful for eny more or lecs
technical agsistance kind souls offer. Virginia is a wonaerful
woman, has studled up on psycheclogy for some time, and 13 a
helpful socul, and thet's all Cannon Erown could ask for.

while John was here, unfortunately, we had a call frow
Naney Mann., ~2he asked us to come over Sst. aftemoon to help
entertain Count Secco Swrdo, our old friend the Itallan Anbassae=
dor in Carscas, and his wife. They were in Washington en route
to New YOrk and ltaly for home leave. He 18 now Minister to
Guctemalal It will be very nice inde«d to see thepn down there.
we were alweys fond of Jecco Suzrdo, who was kind and pollte
tc us when wWilliam wasn't of the rank to merit mere offici.l
attent ions, if you catch my meaning. S0 we went over and had
a drink with them at the Manns, then tock them ana thelr little
eight=year-old son on a short tour of washington. We were both
gaused to see that the faanous 0ld Fine Italian Hand isn't born
in Lhem, buv must be developed little by liittle Just as manners
are among our american chlldren. We were amused, but the Secco
Suiprdos were anything but asused, in fact downriht petrlll ed
wiih horror, by the typlcally eisint-year-old comaente of the
little dlovanni. Much nationalistic boasting, louvd reuarks
goout tLne comparitive beauty of Rowe and wWashingtor, frightful
comeents on polivics plcked up from the air. His wother and father,
wno are bothn extremely taciful, beautifully mennered, rezlly
kind ana thougntiul, were going into gymnastic contortions of
silent shushing and aponiles ¢f whispered comrands to silencex
on Lhe little boy's part, all to no avall.

we anticlpated fio difflculties in renting the place,
but we madn't expected that the first people who looked it over
woudd take it. we were rather btowled over, &s a matter of fact,
eand had we waeitéd a bit longer we might have gotten better term3.
But they aren't bad. The principle is established with the rent
control people thut the rent is 2160 a month, and that's importe
antt for the future. We'll be awsy a long time, and rents might
£0 up. (nce a rent has been registered, it's next to impossible
to raise it. but sr. Zelknap, our tenant, 1s golng to pay J$140
a month the first year, weking it §20 a month for twelve months
to pay for the repainting of woodwork and wals that has to be done.
il ne wants to do more, he must pay for it himself. He seemed
a vely nlce young man, has a wife and a nine-week-0ld baby. He
is advertizing mmnager for a pharmaceutical firm, and went tco
the U.of F., tunen to Swarthmore for a year during the war in
cowisection wlth the Navids educational program there. e will
ray 160 a wmonth for the second year snd the same from then on,
80 that we both think our deal wasn't too terribly bad, but ve

assume

#
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and hope at this point that he will econtinue to live here for
several years. It is something of an advantage not to have to

Put in & service clause in the contract, as we would have to

with & feilow foreign service oificer, a naval oiflcer, or even

& public heedilb I icer. Nonetheless, it is still a plessure to
drive arcund and see the Progress made on Lhe new Natisnal Health
Centere “he place 1s huge, and getting huser week by week. It
dwarfs the lavadl sedical Hospital by now, In a year it will be
vCoupled, probebly. it locks slwost as good a&s mwoney in the bank
to us, a fairly sure guarantee of the continuing value of our
dnvest.ient . we are so very glad we can keep the place iinstead

of having to sell it now. If we had sold it, it would heve meant
tewporary riches bthat would have melted 1little by iittle. we

can 3tlll sell it when and if we want Lo, and in case of necease
ity we could ralse another loan on it. 41l in all we Ffeel auch
happier about tie whole thing than we ever thought we would when
we reluctantly bought ite wibth the new loan, the monthly paxments
bavs risen to §1l16 1 belleve, 50 even the first year we won't be
L&C badly oif lu tae reating deal. It's nice to have the business
of renting It off cur winds. If william receives enough money
from the will of his elderly cousin he will be able to pay you
back either partially or, {(avpelully) almost in full, and that
would relleve his wind ns end. leedless to 8ay we are counting
RO Chicken wnalsvever. ¥y Lne way, 1 don't know 1f 1 told you
that 8illil anotiuer elderly cousin of willlam recently died, and
her will sald she would like (0 leave williiam and ten or a dozen
other peoyle [lve hunured doilers. wililsm hadn't seen hep sincce
the twentles, and was awszed. 1 was awazed at the number of re le
to whew "she lwd lefit five aundred doilars, and gceptieal, Wiliiem
8ald she wes welsh, saving, ilved extremely modestly, snd would
probabliy nct have wentioned so wany people in her will unless she
Was Lrelly sure hder estale could yelld that much or almost that
much when she wade tle will. 4 matier of pride, said he., I think
it is & tribute to #llliam that two elderly and very distemt cousinga
should think so highly of hilw over the years, but it doesn't sur-
rise ic in ihe leaste. Cne more chicken we are not counting, but in
the wesntlue I can enjoy the satisfaction of knowinz that I'm not
the culy voe who thinks william is the salt of the earth.

Hay pdly, it turned out that iiss doddy lms an sunt in Mew York
whom shie was planning to visil this summer. 80 now she will be with
us frow cur arrival at the hotel in New York until we get on the
shlp, “ugust tanird. we will probably leave here for #lemington the
day the pacrers cume, which will probably be the 30th of July, a
Monday. In July, it 18 best 4o travel on a Monday.isc 1t's best
O Blay rigul DE.e by Wi€ Lauldorual and tne dlaper-service as pong
a8 We pozsibly can. From theén on we use pa er diaperea, but even so
the other lawndey wounts up mneredibly.

lines
ko wenL L0 help tune venezueliuns ceiecbrate inderendaence on the apparently
5th o1 July,gad saw ocwr-oid Trlend Lrie itallan Ambasssdor to Vene= d
zuela, wounb Seceo Luurdo, yeilerday at Lhe-maans, He i» now minister | CTO5S
to Uuatemalal t wili be nice.bs sce him-Gowr—tnere... The glrls are out with

doing splendidly, geliing shubvicr and more cheerful dally. M1ss Roddy
<8L8 Lllhe saze avid pleasure oub o hweeling them around the klock in
thelr best dresses axid the adalring crowds th=t I do. Fecple ge
erazy, wowen Ifalni, siss woddy and I try to control our ecnceit. I
bought Just the rigut ilitls black fur bolero of an evening wrap for
¥26 at a second nana storelvouldn’t be pleaseder. wove,
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